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APPENDIX D 
Updated/Amended Screening Tool and Guidelines 
 

 
RAPID SCREENING TOOL FOR YOUTH LABOR AND SEX TRAFFICKING 

 

 
General Guidelines 
 
1. The Rapid Screening Tool (RST) is intended to be used as part of the normal 

intake process. Since each agency’s intake process is unique, agencies 

administering the RST should determine how to best integrate the child trafficking 

RST within existing intake screening protocols. 

2. Some intake processes make take more than one meeting, and providers may 

decide to postpone screenings depending on the screener’s perception of client’s 

willingness to engage with the screener. 

3. If at any point during the RST the youth exhibits signs of anxiety, ask the youth if 

they would like to stop and/or resume at a later time. The process should be 

voluntary. Do not insist any question is answered. 

4. Screeners should refer to their existing agency policies, procedures, and 

protocols for what do to once a youth is identified as a potential case of sex/labor 

trafficking, or if they believe a youth is a victim of trafficking, regardless of their 

responses to the RST. 

5. The answers to the tool should be just “yes” or “no.” Screeners should not probe 

into additional details (unless the youth is forthcoming without prompting from the 

screener). 

6. Ensure protocols are in place for next steps if a youth is identified as a victims of 

child trafficking (sex and/or labor). 
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For those administering the tool, please do not read anything that is in bold 
letters. These are just instructions for you. Read each question in the order in 
which it appears.  When you get to questions 9 and 10, please give the youth the 
laminated card and ask him/her whether s/he has ever had any of these 
experiences, even if only one of them, and even if only once.  Please record the 
youth’s response in the space provided.  Should you feel that the youth may not 
be able to read the laminated cards, then please say to the youth: if you would 
like, I can read the card to you and when I am done, you can just tell me yes or no.  
You should do this for both questions 9 and 10. 

 

BEGIN: 
Now, I am going to ask you some questions that will help us provide you with the most 
appropriate assistance.  However, I want to stress that answering these questions is 
voluntary. You can choose to answer all of them, some of them, or none of them.  It is 
totally up to you.  Just let me know if you want me to stop asking these questions and I 
will do so, immediately.   

1. Do you now, or have you previously worked or had a job? 

____Yes                                                ____No 
 
If No, Skip to Question 9 
2.    Many youth work for a lot of different reasons, including helping their families.  
Additionally, there are other reasons why youth work. We are not asking you to tell us 
specifically what these other reasons are but would like you to answer yes or no if you 
work for any of the following reasons, even if it is just one of them and you did them 
only once:      

I was tricked by someone 
I owe a debt to an employer 
I owe a debt to someone in my family  
I am being threatened by a family member    
I am being threatened by a romantic partner  
I am being threatened by stranger 
I work because I am afraid of something that I don’t want to talk about. 
______Yes    ________No 

3.  Did/does someone take all or part of the money you earned? 

____Yes                                                ____No 
4. Did you ever want to leave your job, but couldn’t? 

____Yes                                                ____No 
5. Have you ever worked anywhere where you were not allowed to contact family or 

friends? 

____Yes                                                ____No 
If no, have you ever worked where another person monitored your 
contact with others? 
____Yes                                                ____No 

7. Have you ever been threatened or punished if you stated that you did not want to 

work? For example, have you ever been threatened with harm, deportation, 

arrest, or a call to law enforcement? 
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____Yes                                                ____No 
8. Has anyone you ever worked for threatened to harm your family or friends? For 

example, has anyone you ever worked for threatened your family or friends with 

harm, deportation, or a call to the police? 

____Yes                                                ____No 
9. Many people have sexual experiences when they are teenagers or younger. 

Please listen to/read the list below and answer yes or no if you have ever 

engaged in any of the activities listed below, even if it was just one of them and 

you did it only once. 

Stripping 
Posing for photos or videos that are sexually explicit or sexually 
suggestive 
Oral sex  
Hand job 
Intercourse 
Escort service 
Prostitution 
Lap dancing 

____Yes                                                ____No  
10.  Have you ever engaged in any type of sexual activity, like the ones we just went 
through, in return for something. So, please respond yes or no at the end of the list even 
if you did any of below only once: 

Food 
Money 
A place to stay 
Drugs 
Clothing 
Jewelry 
Favors 
Gifts 
Toys 
Medical assistance 
Promises to help resolve legal issues 
Employment 
Travel 
Safety from physical harm by others 
Safety from abuse by police, probation officers, or other people who work 
for the government 
To avoid arrest 
Safety from threats by others to do something bad to you, your family, or 
friends 

____Yes                                                ____No 
 


